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BREAKING NEWS AT CHICAGOTRIBUNE.COM 


TERRENCE ANTONIO JAMES/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 


Incumbent Cook County Assessor Joseph 
Berrios conceded the race Tuesday outside 
Lazo’s Tacos on the Northwest Side. 


ELECTION 2018 


Berrios concedes to Kaegi 
in Cook assessor’s primary 


3rd candidate, Andrea Raila, asks for count to be voided, but motion denied 


By HAL DARDICK, RAY LONG 
AND JOE MAHR | Chicago Tribune 


In an outcome likely to send political 
shock waves across the state, beleaguered 
incumbent Joseph Berrios conceded Tues- 
day night to challenger Fritz Kaegi in the 
primary contest for Cook County assessor 
as vote totals showed him far behind. 

If Kaegi’s victory stands — a third 
candidate filed a legal challenge Tuesday 
evening — it would also mark a loss for the 
Cook County Democratic establishment 


Berrios leads and for his ally, state party 
Chairman Michael Madigan. 

With 96 percent of the ballots counted, 
Kaegi had 45 percent of the vote to Berrios’ 
34 percent, according to unofficial election 
night results. The other candidate, Andrea 
Raila, had 21 percent. 

Berrios conceded the race outside Lazo’s 
Tacos on the Northwest Side, where he 
went for an election night gathering with 
supporters. “The election was done,” he 
told reporters. “The results are the results.” 

Inside, Berrios briefly spoke into a 


microphone to the crowd, saying that there 
is “no way we can come back” from the vote 
deficit and that he congratulated Kaegi. “I 
look forward to working with him,” he said. 

The momentum for Kaegi, a mutual fund 
asset manager from Oak Park, was built on 
his pledge to make the property tax 
assessment system fairer. That theme was 
bolstered by “The Tax Divide,” a series by 
the Chicago Tribune and ProPublica Illi- 
nois that found assessments under Berrios 
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TS PRITZKER VS. RAUNER 


1 decisive victory, 1 close call set up big-money showdown for Springfield 


BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 


Democratic governor candidate J.B. Pritzker celebrates his primary win Tuesday night 
with his running mate, state Rep. Juliana Stratton, at the Marriott Marquis Chicago. 


Record self-funded campaign pushes 
billionaire to Democratic nomination 


By RICK PEARSON | Chicago Tribune 


Billionaire J.B. Pritzker cruised to 
victory Tuesday night in the Illinois 
Democratic governor primary, his record- 
setting $70 million campaign allowing 
him to build a formidable operation his 
underfunded rivals could not overcome. 

“Tm JB. Pritzker, and I’m going to beat 
Bruce Rauner,” said the candidate, who 
took the stage in a Chicago hotel ballroom 
to the song “Go Big or Go Home” by the 
group American Authors. “And together, 
we're going to put Springfield back on the 
side of working families.” 

With 81 percent of the state’s precincts 
counted, Pritzker had 46 percent of the 
vote compared with 26 percent for state 
Sen. Daniel Biss of Evanston and 24 
percent for Kenilworth developer Chris 
Kennedy. Trailing far behind were anti- 


violence advocate Tio Hardiman of Chi- 
cago; Bob Daiber, the lone Downstate 
candidate in the race; and perennial 
candidate Robert Marshall from Burr 
Ridge. 

Pritzker did well in Chicago and the 
suburbs. With nearly 90 percent of the 
city’s precincts counted, Pritzker had 45 
percent of the vote to Biss’ 27 percent and 
Kennedy’s 24 percent. But Pritzker also 
was holding at least 40 percent of the vote 
in the suburbs and racking up 60 percent 
of the vote or more in several smaller 
Downstate counties. 

Pritzker, a Hyatt Hotels heir and Gold 
Coast investor, got into the race in April. 
He dipped into his fortune to pay for tens 
of millions of dollars’ worth of TV ads 
across the state and put together an active 
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E. JASON WAMBSGANS/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 


Gov. Bruce Rauner declares victory in the Republican primary at an election night cele- 
bration at the Hilton Chicago. The governor won a tight race against Rep. Jeanne Ives. 


Incumbent ‘honored, humbled’ by 
win against conservative challenger 


By KIM GEIGER | Chicago Tribune 


Republican Gov. Bruce Rauner nar- 
rowly defeated state Rep. Jeanne Ives on 
Tuesday night, escaping a primary chal- 
lenge from a conservative lawmaker he’d 
once dismissed as a “fringe” candidate. 

The first-term governor congratulated 
his challenger “on her principled stand” 
and called on Republicans to join together 
for the fall contest against Democrat J.B. 
Pritzker. 

“I am honored and humbled by this 
victory,’ Rauner said. “You have given me 
the chance to win the battle against the 
corruption that plagues Illinois.” 

“To those around the state of Illinois 
who wanted to send me a message, let me 
be clear” Rauner said. “I have heard you. I 
have traveled the state and I have listened 
to you. While we disagree on some things, 


let’s commit to working together on what 
unites us — the reforms we need to save 
our state.” 

With 87 percent of Illinois precincts 
reporting, unofficial returns had Rauner 
with 51.6 percent of the vote to 484 
percent for Ives. 

Rauner carried the city and suburban 
Cook County, but the candidates were 
neck and neck in the collar counties, with 
DuPage County votes still outstanding. 
Downstate, Rauner had a slight lead over 
Ives. 

The closeness of the contest represents 
a significant blow to a deep-pocketed 
governor who began his primary cam- 
paign a year ago with an eye toward the 
general election, not expecting to have to 
defend himself to Republican voters. 
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RAOUL OUTLASTS QUINN, WILL FACE HAROLD FOR ATTORNEY GENERAL pages 


FIZZLED POP TAX DOESN’T FLATTEN PRECKWINKLE IN COOK COUNTY BOARD PRESIDENT RACE page 9 


TRUMP CONGRATULATES PUTIN 
President Donald Trump is said to have ignored 
warnings from his own aides in his congratulatory 
call to Vladimir Putin on the Russian president’s 
re-election victory. Nation & World, Page 16 


FRESHMAN SPARKS LOYOLA RUN 
When Lucas Williamson committed to Loyola, he 
saw that “big things were in Loyola’s future” Now 
the Ramblers are the darlings of college basketball 
heading into the Sweet 16. Chicago Sports 


A GOLDEN SECOND SERVING 

Looking for a new way to bring life to your left- 
overs? Learn how to make fried croquettes as an 
upgraded extra meal — including one that tastes 
like fried chicken salad. Food & Dining 


PN Tom Skilling’s forecast High 41 Low28 


Chicago Weather Center: 
Complete forecast on back of A+E 


$2.50 city and suburbs, $3.00 elsewhere 
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